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The Chinese company’s videogame division, Nuverse, was set

ByteDance Looks to Sell Game Titles

By SHERRY QIN

TikTok’s parent company
ByteDance is further scaling
back its ambitions in the gam-
ing industry and is in talks to
sell game titles to several pro-
spective buyers.

Chinese media outlet Late-
Post reported Monday that
ByteDance’s gaming unit Nu-

verse is negotiating to sell
games to Tencent.

A Bytedance spokesperson
told The Wall Street Journal
on Tuesday that negotiations
with multiple potential buyers
are continuing and Nuverse
hasn’t completed any transac-
tion with Tencent.

LatePost said that Nuverse
wants to sell several game ti-

up in 2019. A Nuverse booth at a German game fair.

tles to Tencent, including
“Crystal of Atlan” and “Earth:
Revival.”

ByteDance set up Nuverse
in 2019 to challenge gaming
industry leaders such as Ten-
cent and NetEase and has
since spent billions of dollars
on its efforts.

ByteDance in late Novem-
ber told senior managers at

its videogame unit to termi-
nate games under develop-
ment by December and laid
off hundreds of employees at
the division, the Journal pre-
viously reported.

ByteDance said it is re-
structuring its videogame
business so it can focus on
“long-term strategic growth
areas.”
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tator Shelly Palmer, where she

painted a positive picture.
Asked by Palmer about

Musk’s dropping the F-bombs,

Yaccarino said that people
should watch the whole inter-
view. Saying she wanted to
talk about why Musk had been
frustrated, she accused activ-
ists of pressuring advertisers
not to spend on the site.
“I might have said it a dif-
erent way,” she said of
Musk’s remark, bringing
laughter from the audience.
Asked about working with
Musk, Yaccarino compared it to
being in an unscripted show.
“The best thing that I could

tell you is that I'm learning
every day,” she said.

Asked why advertisers
should put their ads on X
given the risks around hateful
content, Yaccarino said hate
speech is a societal issue that
every platform faces. She said
X has ramped up its efforts to
combat antisemitism, espe-
cially after the Oct. 7 attack
by Hamas on Israel—including
by suspending violating ac-
counts and expanding the
fact-checking feature Commu-

nity Notes.

Her appearance at CES,
broadcast on X, was her first
publicly livestreamed inter-
view since an uncomfortable
appearance at the Code tech
conference in September. Dur-
ing that event, Yaccarino
dodged questions about X’s
user metrics and seemed rat-
tled when asked to respond to
criticism from Yoel Roth,
Twitter’s former head of trust
and safety, who had spoken
earlier that day.

Microsoft

Faces EU

Scrutiny on OpenAl

By MAURO ORRU

The European Union is con-
sidering whether to launch a
review of Microsoft’s invest-
ment in ChatGPT maker Open-
AI under the bloc’s merger
regulations, a month after the
U.K. said it was also weighing
whether the tech partnership
could have an impact on com-
petition.

The European Commission,
the EU’s executive arm, made
the disclosure on Tuesday as
it sought input from inter-
ested parties on the level of
competition in virtual worlds
and generative artificial intel-
ligence, and feedback on what
competition law can do to
keep these new markets com-
petitive.

“The European Commission
is checking whether Micro-
soft’s investment in OpenAl
might be reviewable under the
EU Merger Regulation,” the
commission said.

Last month, Britain’s Com-
petition and Markets Author-
ity said it was seeking feed-
back on  whether the
Microsoft-OpenAl partnership
should be considered a de

facto merger, in a preliminary
step that could lead to a for-
mal investigation.

The two regulatory moves
in Europe come in the wake of
the abrupt firing and reinstate-
ment of OpenAl Chief Execu-
tive Sam Altman late last year,
along with the formation of a
new board. In the boardroom
shake-up, Microsoft gained a
nonvoting observer position.

Microsoft said that, since
2019, its partnership with
OpenAl had fostered more Al
innovation and competition,
while preserving independence
for both companies. “The only
thing that has changed re-
cently is that Microsoft will
now have a nonvoting observer
on OpenAlI’s board,” a Micro-
soft spokesperson said.

OpenAl didn’t respond to a
request for comment.

OpenAl started gaining
traction in late 2022 after the
release of its ChatGPT chat-
bot. Microsoft entered the pic-
ture as a partner for OpenAl,
agreeing to invest $13 billion
in the company in exchange
for what is essentially a 49%
stake in the earnings of its
for-profit arm.

Watch a Video:
The ‘$40 Pencil’ That Almost Went Extinct

ADAM FALK

.[®m] John Steinbeck used one to write ‘The
. Grapes of Wrath’ and a Disney animator

video on how Blackwing pencils almost went
r extinct and what it took to bring them back.
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our Unconditional Guarantee
from America’s Original Butcher.

Hand-selected and trimmed by master butchers.
Aged to tender perfection. Flash-frozen at their peak
to lock in flavor. And only from Omaha Steaks.

Butcher’s Best Assortment

Who's Who of Distinguished Leaders: 2024 Honorees

Since 1898, Marquis Who’s Who has remained the
standard for reliable and comprehensive biographical
reference material. We are proud to highlight hand-selected
listees who have been recognized as Distinguished Leaders

in their fields of endeavor.

Of 1.5 million listees, only a small percentage is recognized
with the Distinguished Leaders honor. We laud these
individuals for their ambition, professional fortitude, industry
contributions, and career accomplishments.

Harris H. Barnes Iil, JD, LLM

President
Barnes, Bailey & Janoush, P.A.

L

Steven Charles Eror
CEO, Board Member
Solo-Dex, Inc.

www.marquiswhoswho.com

UIS

Stanley R. Freidel
Past Council Chair
Mult. Dist. 16, Lions Clubs Intl.

PN 4 Butcher's Gut Filet Mignons (5 oz.) Leonard P. Kiczek, Esq. - = Willette Murphy Klausner ~ —
Gﬁmﬁ 4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.) Equity Partner Political Scientist, Educator Owner, Producer
e e s 4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.) Kiczek & Kapish, LLC Acclaimed Author WMK Productions
w 4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 0z.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)
THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR 1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

74730KNR  separately $356-94 $159.99

- $30.00
AVERICKS S BUTCHER NEW CUSTOMERS GET e
OMAHA STEAKS 530 OFF YOURFIRST OROER 312999
Use Promo Code
FIRST30 at checkout. INTRODUCTORY PRICE

ORDER NOW! > 1.800.811.7832 | OmahaSteaks.com/Best9302

Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 74730KNR

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74730. Standard
S&H added per address. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your
area. First Order $30 Promo is a one-time use code, valid only on the first order of $159 by new customers or customers whose last purchase was
366+ days prior to current order date. One Code per customer, cannot be combined with other offers or applied to previous sales, Gift Cards, Wine, Gift
Baskets, or Custom Cuts. Omaha Steaks reserves the right to amend these terms to vary or discontinue the offer without prior notice. Sales are subject to
OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 03/31/24. | SRC0677

Prof. Kyriacos C. Skevas, CPA —
Owner, Founder
Kyriacos Chris Skevas CPA PLLC.

Aaron P. Ross, MBA, PP

Senior Manager
Amazon Web Services, Inc.

Roosevelt Matos
Money Manager
TIG Advisors, LLC




